NEWSLETTER 02/2021
FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Dear parents,
After a busy and frenetic past two months, particularly from an academic perspective, I'm
sure that everyone is looking forward to a much-needed long weekend break. This
coming Easter weekend would originally have fallen during the April school holidays,
prior to the school calendar being revised following the delayed re-opening of on-campus
lessons. Had this been the case, many families would have planned to go away over this
time, and so, as communicated on our various social media platforms and to the boys in
assembly on Monday, we have decided to close school early on Thursday at 12 noon.
As communicated in my headmaster's letter dated 12th March 2021, I remind all parents of the SGB elections taking
place at 18:00 on Wednesday, 14th April. These elections will be preceded by an SGB Parent Information Evening
taking place at 18:00 in the Payne Hall tomorrow (i.e. Wednesday) evening to which all interested parents are invited.
Parents who wish to attend the Information Evening, but have not yet indicated their interest in doing so, are requested
to click here so that we can accurately gauge attendance for COVID protocol purposes. Nominations for the election of
parent SGB representatives will also be open from 6-12 April with nomination forms being available from Mrs
Thompson at the school. Further detail regarding the election of parent SGB members will follow in a separate letter to
parents.
Please note that the parent portal is now open for parents to review the academic progress of their sons. We had
initially disabled this functionality as we waited for information from the Department of Education regarding the
weighting and composition of the various subjects throughout the grades. Unfortunately, for various reasons beyond
our control, this information has not been forthcoming but we have decided to open the assessment component of the
parent portal so that parents can track the academic progress of their sons. Please note however that the calculation
of final subject marks are provisional and may be adjusted once final weighting information is received from the
Department of Education.
It was with much excitement that we read the long-awaited government gazette regarding school sport that was
published on Saturday evening (27 March). In essence, the gazette has allowed the immediate resumption of ALL
school sport and cultural activities, including inter-school matches, provincial competitions and tournaments as well as
sports-related travel. Apart from the usual COVID related protocols and provisions which need to be observed, the one
significant constraint reflected in the regulations is that no spectators are allowed at any events which, from a parent
perspective, is obviously disappointing, frustrating and logistically challenging but nevertheless a small price to pay to
ensure the boys return to a full programme of extra-mural activities. Mr Gittins will provide further information regarding
the sporting and extra-mural programme going forward, and the logistics thereof, in due course.

Whilst I am pleased to report that the school has remained COVID free for the past few weeks with, to our knowledge,
no educators or boys COVID positive at the time of writing, I nevertheless remain concerned that a number of boys,
particularly in the senior grades, are being allowed by parents to attend parties and events on weekends, both in
contravention of COVID-19 regulations and, in so doing, putting themselves, their families and their educators at risk
of contracting the virus. This included a number of boys attending an event at a popular club in the Germiston area
over the past weekend. I once again appeal to parents to support the school in mitigating the risk of the spread of
COVID-19 by ensuring that their sons adhere to the various regulations, both within school and over weekends.
Lastly, in closing, I would like to pay tribute to Mr Martin Ledwaba, the longest serving staff member in the 131 year
history of the school who officially retires on Thursday after over 50 years of continuous service to the school. Mr
Ledwaba, for whom a wonderful, moving and emotional special assembly was held last Friday, at which he was
presented with an honorary full colours blazer for service to the school, is a legend of the school and a man who will
be deeply missed by boys, staff, parents and Old Boys - go well Sir and thank you for a life of service to our wonderful
school.
To those families travelling over the Easter long weekend, I wish you safe travels and, for our Christian families, a
blessed and joyous Easter.
Kind regards,

Dale Jackson - Headmaster
IN AND AROUND CAMPUS
Dr Emmanuel Taban visited our
campus and met with Mr Rob
Katzen (JBA), Mr John Broderick
(ex-educator), Mr Dale Jackson, and
Mr Martin Ledwaba (all pictured).

SANBS BLOOD DRIVE
The following email was sent to the school after another extremely
successful blood drive:
On behalf of the South African National Blood Service we extend
our heartfelt thanks to you and to all the blood donors for heeding
our call to save lives.
It was a phenomenal response yesterday , as we bled 71 units with
35 new donors.
We look forward to another successful blood drive during this year.
Thank you for all your efforts. We really appreciate it.
Kind Regards
Kamantha Pillay
Donor Relations Practitioner

NEW STAFF: MEET OUR INTERNS

MARTIN LEDWABA’S FAREWELL

The school formally said farewell to Mr Martin Ledwaba at a special
assembly on Friday 26th March. The entire learner body was there, as
were a limited number – due to Covid-19 restrictions – of special
guests.
The Headmaster, Mr Jackson, pointed out in his address that under
different circumstances he was sure that the stands around the rugby
field would have been filled to overflowing with old boys, parents and
the wider Jeppe community who would have wanted to be there to say
goodbye to Jeppe’s longest serving member of staff.
This would have been Mr Ledwaba’s 51 year at the school, and he
turned 80 at the end of last year. He worked as a laboratory assistant in
the science and biology departments for most of those years, and later
as part of the school’s administrative staff. During that time he
completed his matric through correspondence, and did a Diploma in
Education though Unisa, qualifying as a teacher at the age of 71.
He watched four generation of Jeppe boys pass through the school and
made enough of an impression on them to make them want to visit him
in numbers, as old boys, down the years.
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The announcement that he was leaving Jeppe brought an unprecedented outpouring of tributes and statements of
appreciation on all the school’s social media platforms, and he was featured in the national press, as well as on radio
and television.
In one comment on Facebook on Sunday an old boy declared “Mr Ledwaba owns the internet this weekend”, and it
certainly seemed that way.
Friday’s farewell assembly was attended by three former headmasters, all of whom worked with Mr Ledwaba – Mr
Quail, Mr Tait and Mr Dempsey - as well as certain long-serving teachers, prominent old boys and members of the
Jeppe community. Mr Ledwaba’s family were also present.
Mr Cebisani Ngema, now a teacher and head of grade at the school, spoke on behalf of the old boys and highlighted a
little-acknowledged role that Mr Ledwaba played back in the early 1990s when the first black learners were allowed in
the school. “I was in that first group of Model C admissions and we felt very uncertain and insecure,” he said. “I
remember Mr Ledwaba taking us under his wing and making us believe that everything would be OK, that we belong
here, and have a role to play at the school.”
Former principal Mr Kevin Tait spoke on behalf of all the teachers who had known Mr Ledwaba, and he used an
extended scientific metaphor - made up of the very concepts that Mr Ledwaba would have taught the boys – to
describe his 50 years at the school. He was a constant presence in all that time; he interacted with countless variables,
boys, teachers and changing circumstances; and he was the catalyst in the chemical reaction – he enabled the
changes that he brought about.
Mr Jackson, speaking for the current school, praised Mr Ledwaba’s attitude and temperament. “I have never seen him
angry or upset,” he said. “He always has a smile on his face and the almost childlike joy with which he greets and
remembers the old boys who come to see him is wonderful to observe.”
He described Mr Ledwaba as a role model of tenacity and the value of hard work. “His personal story of completing his
matric and teacher’s diploma, over a period of years, is an example to us all.”

The final speaker was Mr Michael
Lingwood, who was head of the science
department in the early years of Mr
Ledwaba’s work as a lab assistant. He
provided interesting insights into the
work that Mr Ledwaba did in those days,
and the skill with which he did it.
Over the last few weeks, the Old Boy
community has rallied behind a call to
raise funds to make Mr Ledwaba’s
retirement more comfortable. It’s an
ongoing project, but the generosity seen
so far has been an indication of the
esteem in which he is held by all.
Mr Ledwaba addressed the boys,
staff, and guests while wearing his
newly awarded full colours blazer.
This is the first time a non-Jeppe
learner has been honoured in this
way.
As it’s highest honour and mark of
achievement, the school found the
awarding of the coveted blazer a
suitable way to recognize our longest
serving staff member - for his 50
years of service to Jeppe High
School for Boys.
A new plaque above the Ledwaba
stairs was unveiled in the presence
of the four headmasters as well as
the Ledwaba family.

DEBATING, PUBLIC SPEAKING AND PERFORMING ARTS

The boys in the Debating, Public Speaking and
Performing Arts societies have been busy, and they
have done the school proud.
The public speakers have been competing in the
Speech and Drama College of South Africa Public
Speaking (SDCSA) festival in the various categories.
The Grade 8s were awarded a Bronze, a Silver, two
Gold and a Prestige certificate and are off to a great
start.
The Grade 9s participated in the prepared individual
speaker events. They were awarded two Prestige and
two Silver certificates. They were also awarded a
Silver certificate for their team speech.
The Grade 10 team won two Silver certificates, along with Otsile’s two Prestige
certificates and two badges.
The Grade 11s continued their excellent performance at the SDCSA festival. They
spoke in the Impromptu Individual, Prepared Individual, Impromptu Team and
Prepared Team categories, and achieved fantastic results.

Prepared Awards - Tristin Smith-Harding – Prestige, Clement Ibeneche – Gold,
Team (Moeketsi Mhlanga, Omphile Mogaki, Arinzechukwu Oradiegwu, Tristin
Smith-Harding) – Prestige.
Impromptu Awards - Moeketsi Mhlanga – Gold, Tristin Smith-Harding – Gold,
Omphile Mogaki – Silver, Lethukukhanya Zulu – Silver, Team (Moeketsi Mhlanga,
Omphile Mogaki, Arinzechukwu Oradiegwu, Tristin Smith-Harding) – Gold.
The Grade 12s were awarded four Gold and two Prestige certificates. They
received a Silver certificate for prepared speeches, and two Gold certificates for
impromptu team speeches. In the impromptu individual speeches they won 1
Silver, 4 Gold, 1 Prestige certificate.
There have been good results across the board, but pride of place goes to Grade
10, Otsile Nkadimeng, who was awarded two badges, and a trophy, at the Speech
and Drama College of South Africa (SDCSA) Speech and Drama festival.
“Badges are awarded”, he explained, “for the standout performance in each
category.” Otsile earned Prestige Awards – the category above gold – in both the
prepared and impromptu speeches categories, and also got the trophy for the best
overall impromptu speaker at the SDCSA.
Mx Sashquita Northey, MIC of Public Speaking called Otsile’s achievements
amazing for a Grade 10 speaker. He is the first Public Speaker at Jeppe to earn a
badge in this competition.

The Grade 8, 9, 11 and 12 Performing Arts boys competed in the
Drama Section of the SDCSA Festival.
The following scores were achieved:
Non-Original Stand-Up - Jason Dickinson: Gold (80-90%)
South African As You Will - Kevin Newton and Khanyani Khumalo:
Gold (80-90%), - Bayanda Jwara: Prestige (90-100%).
Classical Monologues - Michael Theron: Gold (80-90%), Khanyani
Khumalo: Prestige (90-100%), Bayanda Jwara: Prestige (90-100%),
Wandile Mvulane: Prestige (90-100%).
Contemporary Monologues - Raven-Cole Lloyd: Gold (80-90%),
Lwandile Jubane: Gold (80-90%), Lethu Zulu: Gold (80-90%), Zachary Moffett: Prestige (90-100%), Jason Bailie: Prestige (90-100%),
Christopher Wilmot: Gold (80-90%), Kevin Newton: Prestige (90100%).
Mrs Bronwen Kemp, the MIC of Performing Arts, said: “We are very
proud of these excellent results. Having had no one achieve lower
than 80% is really fantastic after being out of the competitive sphere
for a whole year.”
The Jeppe Debating teams have been competing in the South African Council for English Education (SACEE) and the
Atheneum Debating Leagues. The results for SACEE seniors so far are:
Round 1 – 1st team (Jeppe Black): won against Brescia House; 2nd team (Jeppe White): won against St Peter's
Round 2 – 1st team (Jeppe Black): won against Roedean; 2nd team (Jeppe White): lost to St John’s.
Round 3 – 1st team (Jeppe Black) won against Crawford College; 2nd team (Jeppe White) won against Heron Bridge.
INTRA-SCHOOL SPORTS
All summer sports continued in an intra-school format, and we applaud the boys for their dedication to their training as
well as their commitment to their teams. Our tennis club held the ‘Meet Your Match’ tournament over a few weeks
while our water polo boys played various internal teams every weekend. Rowers and golfers continued their practices
and internal competitions off site, and our swimmers’ internal galas, virtual gala, and swim-a-thons could not be
missed at the Aquatic center. The orienteerers took full advantage of having the campus as their ‘playground’ and it
wasn’t strange to see orange and white flags in every corner of a school or a boy running past you to find it. Our cricketers had games each weekend, too, with some great performances, while our basketball players were restricted to
practices and skills training for most the term as it is considered a full contact sport. We are very excited that
inter-school games may continue and already have various fixtures planned for this week.

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
At every event you will spot one of our photography boys capturing the shots, the wins, the records, the atmosphere,
or even the surroundings - and the Inter-House competitions were no different. We have managed to compile a
collection of photos taken by these very talented young men who volunteer their time—often early mornings or late
evenings—to bring the excitement of the events to the Jeppe community. (See next page)

Brendan Gittins
Deputy Headmaster: Extra Murals
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While the end of the term may still feel some time away, the first almost two months of the school year have certainly
brought a lot of action, events and initiatives with them. The routine of the pastoral system - morning tutor periods and
House Assemblies - has taken root and it is wonderful to see the relationships which are being developed between the
staff and students, and among the students, in these groups. Additionally, as you will see throughout this newsletter
and in recent posts of social media, there have been a number of hugely successful House events - all of which have
seen students of all ages cheering on their House brothers and being fully invested in each other’s success.
Still heavily restricted by COVID-19 protocols, the smaller scaled events that have taken place have perhaps allowed
for an even greater sense of camaraderie within the House teams themselves while still fostering the healthy rivalry
and competition between the Houses (and Housemasters!). A special thanks to the event organisers, Mr Smit (InterHouse Tennis), Mr Horne (Inter-House Gala) and Mr McCann (Inter-House Cross Country), and all the House Prefects,
Housemasters and tutors who got the teams together and assisted in making these events the successes which they
were.
NAVIGATING BUSY TIMES
As we hit the zenith point of the term with regards to academic and extra-mural demands - the perfect storm of
assessment deadlines, summer sports commitments, winter pre-season etc. - we remain acutely aware of the effects
which this can have on our boys.
One of the clear blessings of a school such as Jeppe High School for Boys is the wide range of opportunities and
experiences there are for our young men… a consequence of this, too, is the wonderful learning opportunity which
exists for them to manage and balance their commitments effectively. As a school we are consciously aware of not
pulling boys in opposing directions but, at the same time, are not upset when we see young men navigating the difficult
waters of managing their time/commitments; having to learn to communicate effectively and taking the time to plan
their weeks responsibility. Should they stumble, as we should make clear they are allowed to do from time to time, the
various support mechanisms are there to help them back to their feet. Perhaps that is our most fundamental job in this
respect - continually reminding them that it is OK to seek help and that perfection is reserved only for sunrises and
sunsets.
Should your son be struggling in this regard at the moment, I would encourage parents to engage with their sons and
encourage them to chat to their Housemaster who, through the tutor, can engage meaningfully and supportively where
needed.
RCL REPRESENTATIVES LEARNING FOR TOMORROW, TODAY.
Our Representative Council of Learners committee has recently begun a weekly leadership course, run by an external
service provider named Tomorrow’s Leaders Today (TLT). The course aims to help these young men to navigate the
way forward as representative leaders and individuals. While the role of the RCL is different in different schools, we
remain committed to supporting and investing in the ongoing role of this platform in our school and have a body made
up of 30 students (six per grade) which were elected by the boys themselves and who are now enrolled in this learning
opportunity.
IN CLOSING...
I remain incredibly grateful for, and wonderfully encouraged by, the general
pastoral tone of the school at the moment, and my thanks to all those who
are playing a part in this.
With the long Easter weekend just ahead, I wish all those who will be
enjoying special family time together the very best of times and that you all
remain safe and healthy throughout the short break.

Peter Murison
Deputy Headmaster: Student Affairs

MAINTENANCE

A massive project that will be easily forgotten, if it is even noticed in the first place, is the repairing of the school’s roof
tiles, particularly those of the Old Science block. Leaks and falling slate tiles were becoming a danger to the boys, staff
as well as the structure itself, and this needed to be seen to. Not only has this job has been a huge improvement on the
building structure, but the new roof is looking fantastic!

BEFORE

AFTER

Jeppe masks are still
available from Mrs
Murton in the finance
office at R30 per mask.

JBA buffs are available
from Dawn at the JBA
for R60 per buff.
The JBA is situated at
the offices in the War
Memorial, or you can
contact Dawn at
dbragin@jeppeboys.co.za

IMPORTANT DATES
DAY

DATE

EVENT

TIME

WED

31 MARCH

SGB PARENT INFORMATION EVENING

18:00

THU

1 APRIL

SCHOOL CLOSES AT 12:00 FOR THE EASTER WEEKEND

12:00

FRI

2 APRIL

PUBLIC HOLIDAY: GOOD FRIDAY

ALL DAY

MON

5 APRIL

PUBLIC HOLIDAY: FAMILY DAY

ALL DAY

SAT

10 APRIL

END OF SUMMER SPORT SEASON

-

MON

12 APRIL

START OF WINTER SPORT SEASON

-

WED

14 APRIL

SGB ELECTIONS

18:00

WED

21 APRIL

SGB ELECTIONS - CONTINGENCY DATE

18:00

FRI

23 APRIL

BREAK UP DAY: TERM 1

MON

3 MAY

TERM 2

07:40

COMMUNICATION
D6 Communication
All parents are required to have
access (either via phone or
computer) to the D6
Communicator.
Important information including
updates, changes, notices, etc.
will be communicated through
t h e D 6 a t t h i s t im e .
The app is available for iPhone
and Android.
Twitter
Updates will be added to our
Twitter page which can be
found at @jeppeboys
Facebook
Search ‘Jeppe High School for
Boys’ on Facebook and select
the one with our badge as the
logo.
Website
www.jeppeboys.co.za

Please take note that this is the correct and most up to date calendar for the 2021 academic school year. We
apologise for the incorrect calendar being published in our previous newsletter.

