Jeppe High School for Boys
NEWSLETTER 04

JUNE 2021
Dear parents,
It is gratifying to be able to start this newsletter with the good news that the incidents of COVID
positive infections within the school environment have reduced dramatically this week and that
the decision to move all grades online last week seems to have paid
dividends. We have had no further positive cases amongst staff whilst the vast majority of boys
who tested positive have now recovered. Of all the boys who returned to on-campus lessons
on Monday, only one boy (who was at school for an hour on Monday morning) has thus far
returned a positive test this week.
From discussions with fellow boys' school headmasters in Gauteng, all schools have seen a
significant increase in infections, and an exponential rise in the number of boys having to
isolate and grades having to move online, over the past few weeks with a common thread
being that infections are being community acquired as a result of family and social
gatherings. For the next few weeks, as we head into the depths of winter and as the
mid-year test block approaches, I urge all parents and boys to increase their vigilance and to
limit, as far as possible, social interactions.

FROM THE
HEADMASTER’S
DESK

Whilst the suspension of all inter-school sporting fixtures has been a difficult pill for many of the
boys, parents and educators to swallow, Mr Gittins and the sporting and cultural staff are
working hard on innovative, out the box solutions, within the confines of the current
regulations, that will allow our boys to continue enjoying the mental, physical and social
benefits of being out on the fields in the afternoons. Activities such as the hockey club's
"Amazing Race" competition, community outreach and clean-up programmes, the delayed and
socially-distanced, COVID compliant, inter-house plays and a raft of other initiatives, that will
be communicated in due course, have been encouraging to witness. As Mr Murison
mentions in his piece later in this newsletter, the importance of "Hope" and remaining
positive and engaged is vitally important at times like this.

I would like to remind parents, as communicated in the last school newsletter, that it remains our intention to close
on-campus schooling for Thursday, 17 and Friday, 18 June and I have applied to the Gauteng Department of
Education in this regard. This will give boys, staff and parents a much-needed break prior to the intensive two-week test block
(28 June - 9 July) and given that boys have been hard at work since 1 February (mid-January for staff) with only a one week
break at the end of April. There is no doubt that the impact of COVID on the mental health of the community has been just as
significant as the physical health risks and I fervently believe that this long-weekend break will be of
vital importance as we look towards the remainder of the term and beyond to the second half of the year.
Keep safe and stay healthy!!

Dale Jackson
Headmaster

BELL TIMES
One of the greatest Jeppe mysteries is the structure of our bell times. It may look incredibly confusing, but it actually makes
perfect sense. To add to the confusion (and here is where we get to give COVID the blame it deserves), we have put our full
school assemblies on hold, and are using the TUESDAY/FRIDAY times every day - for now. Please use the times below as
your guide and keep a close eye on all our communication channels regarding the times we are using.

TIME TABLES
We are following the timetables attached to the links below - please ensure you have the correct version for your son/ward.

GRADE 8
CLASS TIMETABLES
JUNE EXAM TIMETABLE

GRADE 9

GRADE 10

CLASS TIMETABLES
JUNE EXAM TIMETABLE

CLASS TIMETABLES
JUNE EXAM TIMETABLE

GRADE 11

GRADE 12

CLASS TIMETABLES
JUNE EXAM TIMETABLE

CLASS TIMETABLES
JUNE EXAM TIMETABLE

TOP 10 - TERM 1
Another challenging term navigated amazingly well by both boys and staff. Congratulations to those who made the Top 10 in
their respective grade.

GRADE 8
Place
Name
1st
James Babcock
2nd
Thomas Baigent
3rd
Aidan De Koning
4th Ngaakudzwe Zingoni
5th
Eli Pillay
6th
Damon Elgar
7th
Daniello Agrizzi
8th
Declan Boyder
9th
Luke Gray
10th Ethan Govender

GRADE 9
Average
88,12%
86,98%
85,30%
83,81%
83,64%
83,43%
82,27%
81,97%
81,71%
81,58%

Place
Name
1st
Seth Fabry
2nd
Jordan Joubert
3rd
Yusuf Syed
4th
Luca Trevisan
5th
Foaz Mahomed
6th
Kai Fynn
7th
Cameron Webb
8th
Nathan Newete
9th
Adam Bartlett
10th Christopher Habig

Average
87,91%
84,43%
84,24%
84,14%
83,59%
83,37%
82,79%
81,63%
81,08%
80,92%

Place
Name
1st
Gianni Roman
2nd
Raees Hassen
3rd
Dylan Steenberg
4th Damien Harmer-Coxen
5th
Zaeem Fakir
6th Ethan Serra Coelho
7th
Abraham Potgieter
8th
Pule Langa
9th
Christopher Giles
10th
Connor Wait

GRADE 12

GRADE 11
Place
Name
1st
Jason Bailie
2nd
James Snyders
3rd
Devon Lacy
4th Tristin Smith-Harding
5th
Jason Muller
6th
Sven Clausen
7th
Jordan Eshen
8th
Daniel Goosen
9th
Calvin Stevens
10th
Dale Karg

GRADE 10

Average
93,39%
91,63%
91,60%
89,90%
88,76%
87,79%
87,37%
87,13%
86,84%
85,83%

Place
Name
Average
1st Tristan Czekmany 91,83%
2nd
Rohan Maharaj
91,29%
3rd Arendt Theunissen 91,21%
4th James Kamerman 88,83%
5th
Nathan Walton
88,13%
6th
Luke Goddard
87,77%
7th
Miguel De Jager 87,71%
8th
Nnete Teka
86,66%
9th
Tiago Matias
86,50%
10th
Ribhu Batohi
86,41%

Average
92,24%
91,73%
90,97%
89,73%
89,60%
88,50%
88,01%
87,57%
86,49%
85,80%

TERM 2
Please click here for the copy of the sports letter sent to parents on 24 May. We are currently dependent on the GDE for any
changes and will communicate any updates via our various media channels.
Training is as follows:
HOCKEY SCHEDULE

RUGBY SCHEDULE
As per normal schedule but
based on squads
Monday & Wednesday
U14s & U15s
• Opens and U16s may use
Monday session as extra.
Tuesday & Thursday
Opens & U16s
• U14A/B extra session on
Tuesdays 16:15-17:20
• U15A/B extra session on
Thursday 16:15-17:20
1sts & 2nds
will have their own schedule.

DROSTE GYM
The use of the gym will be
available in limited numbers
and subject to strict COVID
protocols.
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
Cultural activities will continue
where possible. Boys are to
please contact their coaches
directly regarding practices.

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENT: NIC BONTHUYS
Covid restrictions-willing, Nicholas Bonthuys will be the second Jeppe rower in a row to compete in the under-18 Junior World
Rowing Championships when he travels to Plovdiv in Bulgaria from 11 to 15 August this year.

Sebastian Prince was part of the coxed four that won silver at the 2019 championships – there was no 2020 event because of
Covid-19 – and Nicholas will be in the double sculls event, with Jordan Craig of St Dunstan’s as his partner. It has been
confirmed that the 2021 championship will take place, but it’s uncertain whether the South African team will be allowed to travel
by then.
It was a long journey for Nic to get to the point of being selected. Mr Chris Paynter, Jeppe’s open rowing coach explained that,
because there were no SA Schools champs this year, the process was more complicated than usual. “Luckily Nic was in the
national squad in 2020,” Mr Paynter explained. “No team was chosen in the end, but he was automatically in the picture this
time around. He then performed well in the ergo trials that were held and at the senior nationals in April. From there he had to
attend the squad camps, culminating in the selection regatta where he and Jordan won the double.”
Nic said that, although he has had to make sacrifices, it has been worth it. “My selection for the national squads means that
rowing is pretty much an all-year activity and I had to give up other sports at school. It has taken a lot of hard work, but I have
learnt to enjoy the pain. There is satisfaction in pushing yourself to the limit and coming out the other side. Once I made the
decision to go for this I went all the way, and it has worked.”
His work ethic is Nic’s strong point, Mr Paynter said. “He has pushed himself hard, but he
is also a good all-rounder and a charismatic leader within the school rowing club. Most
importantly, he gets on well with his partner Jordan, which is good for the
championships.”
Nic believes Jeppe rowing has a bright future. “The expansion of the fleet has provided
opportunities for more rowers to get involved and our coaches, Mr Moore and Mr Paynter
work very well with the boys. I think Jeppe is going to be a force in rowing in the future.”
Mr Paynter believes we are busy developing a strong system in the rowing section, and
it’s paying off. “Nic’s selection, and the inclusion of a number of Jeppe rowers in the
national developmental squads over the past few years shows that,” he said. “We try to
be dynamic in our approach, but also to keep the best interests of the boys as our top
priority.
“With the fantastic support that we get from our parents, and the financial assistance of
the Boats and Blades Trust, we can only go from strength to strength.”
We are all holding thumbs that Nic will get to Bulgaria, we know he will do us proud when
he’s there.
DEBATING: HSPSF FESTIVAL
Just another challenge our boys have taken in their stride. Here is a shot of our Gr11 public speaking team having their
speeches filmed for the online HSPSF Festival. We look forward to seeing how they do.

RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Michael Goncalves received the Springbok Scout award.
Click here to see more.

TEAM SOUTH AFRICA - TOKYO 2020 OLYMPICS
The Summer Olympic Games (Tokyo 2020) will be celebrated
from 23 July to 8 August 2021, and we are incredibly proud to
announce the following Jeppe old boys and an ex-coach who
have been chosen to be a part of Team South Africa:
Daryl Impey
Jethro Eustice
Garreth Ewing

(2002 - Koodoo) Road cycling
(2007 - Eland) Men’s hockey
(Coach 2006-2009) Men’s hockey
Head Coach

Jeb Molteno came first in the senior male monologue section
at NCT Shakespeare Festival at the Johannesburg Children’s
Theatre. Click here to see more.

REASON TO HOPE
Early in the days of the pandemic, before even talk of a 28-day lockdown being ‘the worst it would be’, the call for
collective unity was in full cry - ‘we’re in this together!’ It quickly became evident that the nature of the challenge facing
society was such that, more than perhaps ever in our lifetime, even our smallest actions would have direct and real
effects on those around us - those whom we interact with and those whom we love. Some thirteen months later so
much has changed… but that fact remains all the more true.
However, while this sense of connected life may have been heightened, the connectivity of people is something which
I think has never really been in question - how we, as people, are always, in part at least, a part of a community - both
as a reflection of, and as a contributing factor to. Amidst the continued uncertainty, anxiety and frustrations, which is
understandable within all communities at this time, I would like to hold a candle for that most wonderful and necessary
of all shareable attributes… Hope. More specifically, I’d like to praise and thank so many of the students of Jeppe for
being a constant source, and champions, of Hope.
Despite the recent necessary temporary closing down of onsite schooling and the tighter restrictions which have limited
sports and extramural activities, one need look no further than into the eyes and characters of all the young men who
walk our campus for a sense of purpose which can restore ones’ own Hope and determination. Unbowed, boys
continue to enjoy their time together and to dream of better days, deserved opportunities, and great glories to come.
Iconic civil rights leader in the United States of America, Dr Martin Luther King Jnr, once remarked - “We must accept
finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” While I acknowledge that, thankfully, younger people remain largely
statistically safe from serious illness as a result of the coronavirus, they too have had much taken from them during the
course of the pandemic. Yet, as I engage each day with them, whether it be in the teaching of a wandering Hamlet
monologue, sharing a World War 1 poem by Wilfred Owen or orchestrating a socially distant and safe sports
|conditioning and skills session, there remains such a resilient and determined spirit on display in their eyes - it is
difficult not to have hope recharged.
And there must always be a reason to Hope; to hope for better days; to hope for the return of deserved opportunities
and the hope of unfiltered and unrestrained human connection. That reason must be found in people who, for us, are
the young people we work with - not just because of their tenacious example and capacity for hope, but in the
unquestionable quality of their futures that they will bring to life in days to come. Theirs is the future, how bright it will
be!
In a talk to the staff recently, Dr Sarah Jackson encouraged us that ‘this was a time to put our guards back up’ explaining that the rise of the third wave was real and, sadly, expected, and that we needed to readjust our social
behaviour back to what it was in lockdown times, in order to protect what we have. For how long? It would be foolish to
try to predict, but we can remain hopeful that our actions can and will help those around us - and that with time and an
unrelenting spirit the days we remember which inspire hope within our boys and, by connection us, will return.
Before signing off, I would like to pay particular tribute to both the RCL and to Mr Hillock and some of his Sable troops
for their inspiring actions this week - both of whom have been involved in wonderful service initiatives. Following the
great response from the Jeppe Community to their clothing drive, the collected items were sorted and distributed to
ground staff and their families - at a particularly crucial (and cold time) of the year. The Sable men then, with free
afternoons newly acquired, ventured out to the surrounding area of our campus and walked the streets, picking up litter
and clearing the streets of our local community - both a wonderful and needed gesture.
Kind regards,

Peter Murison
Deputy Headmaster: Student Affairs

AROUND CAMPUS
During many of the 24 hours of any given day, there will be some form of activity happening on our campus. Whether
it’s an early morning sports training, or a late night exam cramming session, there is always someone on duty. But it is
in those times - between yawns, grumpy faces, and many cups of coffee, that the Joburg skyline is on top form. Although we can take no credit for it, our already beautiful campus is given an additional special touch. Here are a few
images captured by some of our boys and staff from within the school grounds at those times:

JEPPE AMAZING RACE
Our hockey coaches pulled out all the stops when planning an Amazing Race for their junior players. With a bit of skill
and a lot of laughs, the boys got to put their minds, bodies, and talents to the test.

COMMUNITY CLEANUP

RCL CLOTHING DRIVE

IMPORTANT DATES
DAY

DATE

EVENT

WED-SUN

15-20 JUNE

BOARDING HOUSES CLOSED

ALL DAY

WED

16 JUNE

PUBLIC HOLIDAY: YOUTH DAY

ALL DAY

THU-FRI

17-18 JUNE

OFF CAMPUS CONSOLIDATION DAYS

ALL DAY

TUE-WED

22-23 JUNE

INTERHOUSE PLAYS

MON-FRI

28 JUNE - 9 JULY

FRI

9 JULY

EXAM BLOCK
BREAK UP DAY: TERM 2

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

Pictures by Karabo Konyana

Picture by Riley Pitman

TIME

TBC
ALL DAY
12:00

BRANDED BUFFS & MASKS

JBA buffs are available from
Dawn at the JBA for R60 per
buff.
The JBA is situated at the
offices in the War Memorial, or
you can contact Dawn at
dbragin@jeppeboys.co.za

Jeppe masks are still
available from
Mrs Murton
in the finance office at
R30 per mask.

COMMUNICATION

D6 Communication
All parents are required to have access (either via
phone or computer) to the D6 Communicator.
Important information including updates, changes,
notices, etc. will be communicated through the D6 at
this time. The app is available for iPhone and Android.
Twitter
Updates will be added to our Twitter page which can be
found at @jeppeboys
Facebook
Search ‘Jeppe High School for Boys’ on
Facebook and select the one with our badge as the
logo.
Website
www.jeppeboys.co.za

