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Dear parents,
I'm sure that, by now, you have read quite enough "headmaster's letters" for one term and I will
thus keep my introduction to this newsletter, our last of Term 2, extremely brief.
Unfortunately, at the risk of stating the obvious, the early promise of a full winter sporting season
and a relatively unaffected academic programme this term were soon swamped by the
tsunami-like COVID 3rd wave which has engulfed our province and our communities over the
past two months and has led to a premature end to the term with the abrupt closure of schools
on Wednesday.
Whilst the health and safety of everyone within the Jeppe community should always be our
primary concern, and I remain acutely aware of the loss of loved ones and economic devastation
caused by the virus, I am also extremely mindful of the disappointment and frustration felt by the
boys, and seen daily in their eyes, at having the promise of some normality once again torn from
their grasp.

In amongst the anger, fear and disappointment, it is worth reminding ourselves, as I mentioned at
last year's matric valediction, of the findings of a recent Harvard University study which found
that the greatest predictor of success in life - an astounding 93% of successful people shared
this characteristic - was not your
FROM THE
intellect, sporting achievements, wealth,
HEADMASTER’S
physical appearance or family
DESK
background, but rather your “grit” or, in
South African terms, your vasbyt
or nyamezela. If that study is to be believed, COVID and the lessons it
has taught us, in a schooling context, may prove to more valuable than
we currently realise.
Our educators, administrative and ground staff were fortunate enough to
be vaccinated on Thursday, and with (at this stage) a nineteen day
holiday during which the third wave will hopefully begin to dissipate, it is
my fervent hope that we will return for the third term, on Monday, 19th
July, to some level of normality and a renewed sense of hope and
optimism.
I wish you all a restful, and safe, mid-year break!

Dale Jackson
Headmaster
Click here to view Mr Jackson’s latest parent letter sent on 28 June.

WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATION
There is a quote by George Evans that states - every
student can learn, just not on the same day OR in the
same way.
The same could be said for the Academic Department of
Jeppe High School for Boys in their quest to create a
holistic learning and sharing platform for learners.
Connor Bell, a grade 10 learner, has taken learning a step
further, and took the opportunity during the term to teach
his Geography peers his GIS mapping skills.
He too has a passion for creative design, and recently
created posters for the RCL to promote one of their
worthy projects.
The future is bright for Connor, and that of many learners
at school, we look forward to being able to showcase a lot
more of these stories.
Mr Rob Katzen, JBA Chairman and a qualified CA, took
time to share his experiences with the grade 12
Accounting boys.

Some valuable time shared between current boys and an
old boy - learning could not be better!
FIRST PLACE FOR DYLAN
Dylan Kirby’s analytical mind and logical approach to situations have paid
off for him when he finished in joint first place in the national IT Olympiad
this year.
The competition was held earlier in the year, with the results becoming
known last week, according to Ms Pam Raper the school’s head of
Information Technology, who claims no credit for Dylan’s achievement.
“This particular competition was about logical problem solving and it
examined innate ability, not learned knowledge,” she explained. “Dylan is
incredibly smart and he has the ability to see ways of doing things in a
flash. I’m not at all surprised that he did so well.”
Dylan was joint best out of 5000 entries out of more than 1000 schools
from across the country.
“I really enjoy the sorts of challenges that were posed and I actually found
them quite easy,” Dylan said. “For example, we had to work out how to
get a message across to a network of computers in the fewest number of
steps. That’s something I know how to do.”
We are expecting big things from him, come the final exams.

NATIONAL SCHOOL COLOURS FOR E-SPORT TEAM

The triumphant Jeppe Boys High School League of Legends Team
A cultural activity that has taken the school (and the world) by storm is simply known as E-Sport. Looking back a mere few
years, many would not understand the popularity or even the existence of this highly competitive phenomenon.
This was, without a doubt, the one activity that Covid-19 could not disturb. There were no interruptions to practices, games or
competitions.
Armed with access to the internet and a game download, boys have been ‘practicing’ for hours on end to be the best at their
game of choice. Whether it requires strategy, aim, speed or agility, boys have navigated the ins and outs of their particular
challenge… and it has paid off!
Our 1st team for League of Legends recently won the 2021 online SA National School Championships earning them national
school colours awarded by Mind Sports South Africa (MSSA) - who said they were very proud of the high standard
exhibited. Such colours are only awarded at this event to the team members and/or individual athletes who win each-and-every
round. Boys in this team are: Nnete Teka (Captain), Garret Brinkman, Adam Bartlett, Aidan Smit, and Jason Rademan.
Our 1st team for Counter Strike came 2nd in their group and our 2nd team for League of Legends came 3rd in the League of
Legends group.
Congratulations to our E-Sport boys who are keeping Jeppe on the gaming map and to Ms Nell who has worked tirelessly to
ensure the effort, commitment, and accountability required for winning has been engrained into these boys. We are very proud
of this achievement.

OLD BOY TO PLAY WATER POLO AT OLYMPICS
Nick Rodda became the second Jeppe old boy who will be going
to the Olympic Games in Tokyo later this month when he was
included in the men's water polo team.
Jethro Eustice is in the men's hockey squad and they would
have been joined by cyclist Daryl Impey, but he had to withdraw
because he has not fully recovered from an injury sustained in
May.
Nick is a mathematics teacher at St John’s College and he plays
for the SA champion OJ Eagles Club. It was while he was at
Jeppe High School for Boys that he announced himself as a
future star, making the first team while he was in grade 9 after he
had earned his first provincial selection in grade 8.
“Kevin Leathem put me in the first team in the 4th term of my
grade 9 year, so I played for the first team for four years,” Nick
said. “To be honest, Jeppe polo was not very strong when I
started, but under Mr Leathem, we improved every year and in
my matric year we had a good team. We finished in the top 10 of
the KES tournament in my final year, which was the best that the
school had ever done at that stage.”
Nick played for Gauteng every year while he was a school,
ending up in the under-19A team in 2011, his matric year. They
won the interprovincial tournament that year and Nick made the
SA Schools team, and the SA under-18 team that played in a
tournament in New Zealand.
“We were coached by St John’s coach, Vlado Trninic, and we trained together with the OJ Eagles men's team. I was asked to
join the team, which was full of senior provincial and international players, and I leapt at the chance to play with and learn from
the best,” Nick said.
He first made the South African Men's senior side in 2013, at the age of just 20, at the Fina World Championship in Barcelona,
and has been a regular since then.
Nick looks back on his days at Jeppe with fondness. “I was at KEPS for primary school, and I was introduced to water polo
there. We lived very close to Jeppe and I came here in high school and I enjoyed the competitive side of the game from the
beginning and learnt the ropes at Jeppe.”
After matric, Nick did a stint as a student housemaster at Tsessebe and coached water polo at the school. “I enjoyed it, but
was then offered a place on the teacherintern programme at St John’s Prep and so I
went across there. I later qualified and was
appointed to the College staff.”
Nick Rodda is the 18th Jeppe old boy who will
be competing as an athlete for South Africa at
the Olympic Games (another five have
represented other countries). A further 12 old
boys have gone to the Olympics as team or
tournament officials.
We are very proud of him and will be
watching the South African water polo team’s
progress at the games with special interest .

MR PAYNTER TO COACH NIC BONTHUYS IN BULGARIA
There will be a strong Jeppe connection when the South African Junior rowing squad competes
at the 2021 World Rowing Junior Championship to be held in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, from August
11th to 15th.
Rowing captain, Nic Bonthuys, will be rowing in the double race along with Jordan Craig of St
Dunstan’s, and Jeppe High School for Boys 1st team rowing coach, Mr Chris Paynter (right) will
accompany them as their coach.
Mr Paynter is a Jeppe old boy who was vice-captain of Jeppe rowing in 2012. He joined the
Jeppe staff as a teaching intern and rowing coach this year after spending two years at
Parktown Boys’ High.
Mr Paynter is optimistic about the future of Jeppe rowing. “That the club has done so well despite not having the same
equipment as some of the private schools speaks volumes for the talent and determination of our boys. Now that we have
made additions to our fleet, including a state-of-the-art new eight boat, we can only go from strength to strength.”

There is another Jeppe old boy among the coaches who will be going to Bulgaria. He is Thato Mokoena who matriculated in
2007 and represented South Africa at the Junior World Championships that year. He is the rowing coach at St Benedict’s and
will be coaching the four crew.
BEATING THE LOCKDOWN BLUES

The Jeppe High Scholl for Boys Pipe Band competed in the Pipe Bands Association of South Africa: Beat the Lockdown Blues
Online Contest. Solo performances of the players in the band were recorded and judged according to each various section. All
the individual results were added up to make one entire band score - and Jeppe achieved 1st place overall for the competition
in our grade.
Congratulations to all the band members who got involved and performed to the high standard we have come to love. The
boys have managed to adapt their approach to suit social distancing (and mask wearing) and have kept their spirits high.
JOBURG DISTRICT BASKETBALL
Three Jeppe basketball players, Themba Tshuma, Ramarutha Rametse and Obinna
Nwagbara, have recently been selected to represent the Johannesburg District in
inter-regional tournaments after attending trials at the Klipspruit Indoor Sports
Centre in Soweto.
Themba and Ramarutha are in the Johannesburg District under-18 team, while
Obinna will play for the under-16s.
The boys will be playing in a tournament against the other districts from around
Gauteng where a provincial team will be chosen to play in a national tournament in
July. It will be there that teams will be chosen to play in an international
tournament in China later in the year. Good luck, boys!

THANK YOU, MR BLACKMAN
Dear Mr. Blackman,
This is a note just to say a massive thanks for the work, energy, and
passion you and your wife have put into Basketball at Jeppe over
the last few years.
You have supported not only your sons but all of the boys and
coaches involved and you have acted as a solid pillar for all things
Basketball at Jeppe. We have seen remarkable growth both in
status, quality, and popularity at Jeppe and you have played a
significant part in this as a supporter, donor, and fundraiser.
You and your wife are to be thanked and fully credited for getting
the Basketball Patrons up and running which has set up a solid
foundation for future committees.

Schools cannot run in isolation, we need old boys, parents, and
boys to get on board in order to really be successful. Thank you for
all that you have done in going above and beyond and I have no
doubt that to honour your efforts we will continue to grow the sport
at Jeppe. We, as a school, are committed to further driving the success of the sport.
It was our intention to present this gift as a token of our deepest gratitude at a home fixture with boys and parents present. We
have not been able to do this due to COVID and the gift has been with us for some time now. Please put it up somewhere as
Jeppe Basketballs' official biggest supporter!
Kind Regards,
Mr Gittins, Deputy Headmaster: Extra-Curricular
Any parents interested in assisting the BPA for the 2021/2022 season are to please contact Mr C. Ngema at
cngema@jeppeboys.co.za
WILDLIFE SNAKE COURSE
The Jeppe Wildlife Club recently spent a morning with the African Snakebite Institute and a few of their slithering friends.
The morning’s theory session covered snake awareness, behaviour, biology, identification, myths, first aid for snakebites,
scorpion stings and spider bites as well as a discussion on various types of medical treatment - in case they ever got to
encounter the wrong side of one of these creatures.

They then moved on to the top field where the venomous snake handling took place. Each boy had a chance to catch and
release venomous snakes using the correct equipment and various methods.
Thank you to Mr Matteucci for arranging such a unique and exciting activity!

With the recent start of the examination block, I suspect many (correctly) would have been anticipating some thoughts around
managing the coming days and the inherent stress which accompanies stepping into the academic ring for a few rounds.
Publishing this newsletter following just the first few days of said assessments, Jeppe boys would no doubt normally be finding
themselves in a variety of different mindsets; largely directly related to how they may have fared in their opening exchanges. In
reality, however, things are very different. At most, some boys have completed just 30% of what they will ultimately write, while
others may have as little as just one opening salvo under their belts.
All of the above, unfortunately, means yet another challenging and unique set of circumstances for our young ‘fighters’ to
navigate. Having worked hard in their preparations (or perhaps not having quite done so), boys now find themselves with the
presence of assessments lurking over them for the foreseeable future, while trying to enjoy a much-needed holiday as well. It
is with that in mind, however, that the Headmaster has chosen to begin the new term (currently set to be 19th July) with three
academic days, before returning to the test block on Thursday, 22nd July. While I would strongly advise against waiting until
that Monday morning to get back in the (academic) gym, there is clearly a chance for the boys to give themselves a full
seven-to-ten days break - depending on the amount of work they still have to complete.
We are conscious, too, that this is not a typical holiday, but rather a return to days of harsher lockdowns and the
accompanying challenges - a lack of socialising with friends, limited interactions and being unable to travel to holiday
destinations. All this coupled with the real, and sad, realities which the COVID-19 pandemic continues to add to many and all,
to varying degrees.
For regular readers of the newsletter, you may recall my tribute to ‘that most wonderful and necessary of all shareable
attributes’: ‘Hope’ last time around. Hope remains, particularly for those of us fortunate to have received the vaccine and the
accompanying figurative jab of confidence, but I believe, for now, we need to hold tighter still to another typically Jeppe
characteristic - ‘Resolve.’
At the risk of simplifying the very trying and difficult times of many individuals and families, something I certainly don’t mean to
do, I have found myself reflecting on Winston Churchill’s oft quoted, quite blunt advice - ‘If you're going through hell, keep
going.’ As a nation, community, school and individuals we are all facing similar yet different challenges - but the challenges of
the time are not in question. What is required now, speaking to the young men of Jeppe, is the conviction and will to ‘keep
going’ - to stay isolated when needed; to wear masks when required; to work earnestly when having to do so; and to be brave
in difficult times.
Youth Day is a hugely significant day in the Jeppe calendar for a number of reasons and it is a huge loss to us all that we have
not been able to celebrate and commemorate it as we would normally do this year and, to some extent, last year. One of the
reasons, amongst the commemoration of those who passed away and an appreciation for the great sacrifices made, is a
continued optimism such a day brings for the future. In particular, around those who will shape it - the ‘Youth’ of today. It is the
self-same ‘Youth’ who continue to nourish my sense of Hope and for whom my own resolve is often strengthened.
So much has been lost and so much weight has been borne, yet we have to ‘keep going.’ I count myself incredibly fortunate in
a number of respects but in this most of all - I have both personal and professional motivation for resolve, all while working
alongside wonderful men and women who exemplify it!
As we break for two weeks I want to thank everyone, boys and staff, for their inspiring resolve and hard work throughout the
school this past term and recent difficult days. I hope that the break gives those in need of time and recharge, all that, and
more. The uncertainty and anxiety of these past few months and the coming ones will pass. Resolved to get through it; we will,
together.
Keep well,

Peter Murison
Deputy Headmaster: Student Affairs

PORTRAIT OF MUZI MANYIKE
Jeppe Art teacher, Mr Deon Van Dorp, brings art to life on a daily basis as he fosters an
interest for his subject in each boy that walks into his classroom or studio.
Art requires commitment, dedication, time, and skill, and many hours are spent perfecting
each piece with the bigger picture in mind.
Artists illustrate the world around them and, as a man who puts into practice the words he
preaches, Mr Van Dorp has created the most incredible portrait of late Jeppe old boy (2018
Headboy and 1st XV Captain) Muzilikazi Manyike.
On display on the stairwell outside Mr Williams’ classroom, this beautiful artwork is a fitting
tribute to a young man and friend who deserves to be remembered by each boy who walks
by.
Thank you, Mr Van Dorp, for bringing life to the memory of Muzi.
HOSTEL BOYS’ COMMUNITY INITIATIVE
In an attempt to keep our boys physically fit, socially aware, and busy during the ‘quiet’ times, Head of Boarding, Mr Bryan
Hillock, offered the hostel boys an opportunity to keep the streets and pavements around Jeppe clean - by getting their hands
dirty. A large group of boys picked up rakes, spades, bags and gloves to assist with this task. Well done to every boy and
hostel master who gave up their time to make Jeppe’s surroundings cleaner and safer while giving back to the local
community. You have done a fantastic job!

DAY

DATE

MON

19 JULY

PROPOSED OPENING FOR TERM 3

ALL DAY

THU

22 JULY

PROPOSED DATE FOR RESTART OF EXAMS

ALL DAY

FRI

30 JULY

PROPOSED DATE FOR END OF EXAMS

ALL DAY

MON

9 AUGUST

PUBLIC HOLIDAY: NATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

ALL DAY

FRI

20 AUGUST

PROPOSED DATE: ISSUING TERM 2 REPORTS

FRI

24 SEPTEMBER

MON

EVENT

TIME

PUBLIC HOLIDAY: HERITAGE DAY

TBC
ALL DAY

6-30 SEPTEMBER MATRIC PRELIMINARY EXAMS

ALL DAY

JEPPE COMMUNICATION
D6 Communication: All parents are required to have access (either via phone or computer) to the D6 Communicator. Important information including updates, changes, notices, etc. will be communicated through the D6 at this time. The app is
available for iPhone and Android.
Twitter: Updates will be added to our Twitter page which can be found at @jeppeboys
Facebook: Search ‘Jeppe High School for Boys’ on Facebook, select the one with our badge as
the logo.
Website: www.jeppeboys.co.za
Jeppe masks are
available for
purchase from
Mrs Murton in the
finance office.
Masks cost
R30 each.

JBA buffs are
available from
Dawn at the JBA
for R60 per buff.
The JBA is
situated at the
offices in the
War Memorial,
or you can
contact Dawn
here.

