Jeppe High School for Boys
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AUGUST 2021
Dear parents,
Whilst Covid-19 continues to provide significant challenges to the daily operations and planning
within all schools, it was gratifying to return to a degree of normality with some inter-school and
intra-school activities over the past few days. The return of inter-school sport this past weekend,
where we managed to complete some rugby and hockey matches against Affies on Saturday,
was complemented by the inter-house plays and inter-house hockey last week, whilst the Wildlife
Club enjoyed a weekend excursion to the Lapalala Wilderness Reserve and our anglers
competed against over twenty schools at the Vaal on Sunday.
Whether it was watching the 1st XI hockey team in full flight in their impressive victory over
Affies, or supporting our Grade 8 U14 rugby players - many of whom were playing a competitive
rugby match for the first time in their lives, showing inspiring courage and bravery as they
battled the far bigger and more experienced boys from Affies - it brought great joy to see the
boys playing with smiles on their faces and returning to the playing fields. When one considers
that international tournaments such as the Rugby Championship are under threat, we should
consider it a privilege that our boys are able to play against our traditional rivals and fellow public
boys' schools. My deep thanks and gratitude goes to Mr Gittins and his coaching staff for
ensuring that, Covid-19 permitting, these fixtures are taking place.

FROM THE
HEADMASTER’S
DESK

With matches against both Pretoria Boys and Parktown Boys this week (and an inter-schools
cross country event at Jeppe on Friday) before the final winter fixtures against KES the following
week, we hope that as many matches as possible will be able to take place. We hope, too, that
despite not being able to cheer the boys on from alongside the field, the parents appreciate the
effort and expense that has gone into streaming as many of the games, no matter what the age
group or level, as possible.

Academically, the long-awaited Term 2 reports will be released today. Whilst the sudden and enforced end to Term 2, and the
resumption of exams four weeks later, undoubtedly impacted the overall results, they are nevertheless commensurate with the
Term 2 result of prior years (excluding 2020 when no mid-year exams were written) and will stand the boys, and their educators,
in good stead as they continue working towards the fast-approaching year-end examinations. This is, of course, most especially
true for our matric boys who start their prelims shortly.
I would also like to draw the attention of parents to the Grade 9 Subject Choice meeting at 19:00 on Monday, 30 August, as
communicated to the Grade 9 parents in a separate letter, as well as to the Term 3 Parent Morning on Saturday, 11 September
from 08:00 - 11:00 for all grades.
There has been much speculation and anxiety about the potential cancellation of the October holiday break with the Department
of Education receiving stinging criticism from various sectors of society when they raised this possibility earlier this month. To
date, we have received no confirmation as to any final decision and the calendar remains as is. We are mindful of parents that
have planned holidays, potential sports tours, as well as the importance of rest (for boys, parents and staff), particularly in the
midst of the times in which we are living. Please be assured that we will take this into account in our planning should the
October break be scrapped.

Whilst our teaching staff, administrative department and grounds staff all remain Covid-19 free, we have seen an increase in
cases among the boys, particularly in boarding, over the past week. We remain hopeful that as the warm weather approaches
and we look forward to the imminent arrival of Spring next week, it will bring with it a renewed energy and the gradual reduction
in Covid-19 infections, which have been a constant presence throughout the winter months. I was particularly encouraged that
many of our matrics are, from last Friday, now eligible for the vaccine and, as per our letter sent to matric parents earlier this
week, would strongly encourage all eligible boys to make use of this opportunity to get vaccinated in advance of their final
examinations.
Yours in health and education.

Dale Jackson
Headmaster
PARENT MEETINGS

Online
Grade 9
Subject Choice
Meeting
2021
On Monday, 30th
August at 19:00 there
will be an online Grade
9 Subject Choice
Meeting hosted by
Ms Dietrich and
Mrs Rattray.
A letter will be sent to
Grade 9 parents
including all relevant
details.
SGB FEEDBACK
We welcome some encouraging words from our SGB chairlady, Ms Jacky De La Rey, for whose encouragement and support
is so highly appreciated by us all.
Please will you once again convey our thanks as a governing body to the entire staff compliment for the effort, energy and
resolve with which they have tackled every class, every activity every day throughout these trying times. Although the world
has been in a state of confusion and uncertainty, you as a group have ensured that our boys have felt safe and almost
normalised their daily lives. The way in which the educators have continued with the curriculum has been absolutely
outstanding and for this we are exceptionally grateful. The enthusiasm with regard to the various sports and cultural activities
have paid off in their own way, the arranging and dedication of all involved have allowed the boys to have their “moment in the
sun” through absolute selflessness of the staff behind the scenes despite the constant and varied challenges.
The team has continued to show kindness and compassion whilst making self-sacrifice for which we are grateful! It is our hope
that the staff realise their value and the enormity of their impact on the boys which has been immeasurable. The robust
generosity of their time and dedication to the boys, parents, community and each other has been nothing but amazing. Please
extend our sincere thanks in this regard.

GRADE 7 MATHS ACADEMY

Prizegiving for the 2021 Maths Academy was held this weekend in the Payne Hall where boys were given the opportunity to
present some of the concepts they learnt over the past couple of weeks. Mr Janse van Rensburg and Mr Dor have been
running the academy on Saturday mornings for this wonderful group of Grade 7 boys who have worked together to learn,
discuss and challenge the ideas presented to them around the numbers, patterns and shapes that make up the subject. Once
the presentations were complete, boys were presented with certificates and book prizes were given to the top students.
We were so impressed with not only the content of the presentations, but the excellent presentation skills these boys showed
which kept the audience engaged throughout. The highlight was seeing boys from different schools work together so
effortlessly - and to hear how much they enjoyed the last few weeks. Very well done to everyone involved.

SUBJECT CHANGES
Please take note that any Grade 10 or 11 learner who wishes to change subjects need to apply through their Head of Grade
before 31 August 2021. No further subject changes for the year will be permitted after this date.
CYCLE TESTS & PRELIMS
Cycle tests are starting on Tuesday, 31 August and prelims run throughout September. Please ensure you have the list of
dates diarised.
The prelim time table for matrics can be found here: Prelim Time Table 2021

Good luck to all our boys during this test period. We have full confidence in you to do your very best as we push through to the
end of the year.
Make good use of the additional academic support on offer (Period 7) and make sure all work is up to date. We are behind you
all the way!

JETHRO EUSTICE
Jeppe old boy, Jethro Eustice, is back home following his time in Tokyo with the South African
hockey team and He spoke to us about what he describes as the experience of a lifetime.
“It was everything I had pictured it to be,” he said. “The scale of things, the variety of activities
and meeting sportspeople from all over the world. Covid-19 meant there were no spectators
and we weren’t able to attend other events and mix with our opponents, but it was still
amazing.”
The South African team did very well, under the circumstances, Jethro believes. “Our
preparations were well below par compared to the teams we faced. The European teams
played in more than one international tournament in their buildup to the Games, we played
practice games against the Pukke University team and our under-21 side.“ Despite that, the
team showed that they have the talent and skills to compete at the highest level, Jethro said.
“We beat Germany, and we led for periods of a number of our other games, against the top
teams in the world,” he said. “That we weren’t able to close out those games was due to poor
game management and that’s something you learn by playing lots of high level matches. The
European sides play around 40 international games a year, we play four to five.”
Jethro is 31, so he could still be in the running for the next Olympics in four years’ time. “At the
moment, I feel physically and mentally up for it, but a lot can change before then. We don’t
know what Covid-19 will do, of course, and then SA Hockey is looking to change things up a bit
too.”
There is a realisation, Jethro said, that there have to be more international matches and the
programme needs to be more professional from now on. “That’s absolutely necessary, but I
am not a full-time professional. I have to make a living and cannot devote myself completely to
hockey.”
Jethro has been working as a coach at Kearsney College and Kearsney Hockey Club, which
has suited him in the buildup to the Olympics. He has graduated with a degree in IT, however,
and he realises that he eventually will have to pursue a career in that field.
“So, yes I want to go to Paris in 2024, but we’ll have to wait and see,” he said.
One of the highlights of the trip to Tokyo was meeting up with fellow Jeppe old boy Nicholas Rodda, who was in the water polo
team. “Nic was a few years below me at school, so I was aware of him, but we lost contact after that. When we met up again
there was an instant connection and we began talking things Jeppe as if we had last seen each other yesterday. Our common
background and experiences meant that the brotherhood was still there. We were two Jeppe boys ready to take on the world!”
It’s that brotherhood that Jethro remembers most about Jeppe. “I came from Benoni, so I was an outsider at first, but as my
circle of friends grew I started to belong to something and I still feel that way today. I was a sportsman and the values that we
were taught, like respect, discipline, integrity and sportsmanship are things that have served me well in my life.”
Jethro has been watching Jeppe’s hockey results over the years and they have made him proud, from a distance. “The school
has done so well recently and that’s obviously due to a lot of hard work,” he said. “There have been Jeppe players who have
interacted with me over the electronic media and my message to them has been to never stop working.” If he were to give a
message to hockey at Jeppe it would be to enjoy the game first of all. “Your enjoyment soon turns to passion and if you work
hard, success will follow.
“It may take a while, but success will come. I started slowly and never got the big rewards while at school, but I stuck to it and I
have achieved my dream.”

WILDLIFE CLUB: LAPALALA WILDERNESS IN THE WATERBURG
Camp fires, lion tracking, night drives, telemetry and camera traps. These were but a few skills our wildlife club boys were
exposed to on their recent trip to Lapalala.
Boys were fortunate to visit the home of the legendary conservationist, Clive Walker, who shared his vast experiences and took
them on a tour of his private museum. Club captain Arendt presented Mr Walker with a present from the school with a
message from the boys thanking him for all his work in preserving our heritage. A very special morning.
A final note from Wildlife Club MIC, Mr Matteucci: We had a fantastic weekend and the boys were brilliant. Their conduct and
behaviour was impeccable and they were not only a credit to themselves but also to their families. It was a pleasure sharing
the weekend with them. Thanks also to Mr George Ramutle for giving up his weekend to drive us to Lapalala and back safely.
A highlight of the
weekend, of course,
was some
magnificent game
spotting - but these
pictures taken by
Ryan Leenaerts can
do the talking!

SPORT DATES & TOURS
Friday, 27 August
Cross Country Inter-schools event
Saturday, 28 August
Rugby & Hockey vs Parktown Boys
Saturday, 4 September Rugby & Hockey vs KES
Monday, 6 September Start of Soccer/Athletics Season (fixtures to be confirmed)
Friday, 10 September
Interhouse Athletics
Information on all tours to be sent out shortly.
SUPERSPORT SCHOOLS APP
We are pleased to announce that the SUPERSPORT SCHOOLS APP is live in the iOS and
Google Play stores and SuperSport Schools fixtures are ready to be watched live. We are
also thrilled to inform you that your school's upcoming fixtures will feature on SuperSport
DSTV streamed channel 244/5/6/7 and across the SuperSport Schools APP and website.
How do I download the Supersport Schools app or register on the website so I don’t miss
any of the action?
ANDROID DOWNLOAD
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.univtec.supersports.app
APPLE DOWNLOAD
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/supersport-schools/id1563944026
What do I do next?
• In order to view any content you will need to register and be logged in on the website
and/or APP.
How do I register? (no cost, no registration fee)
• You can register on the website or the APP. Once you have registered on one you will be registered on both platforms. You
will need to insert an email address and create a password in order to register.
• Once you have an email and password set up you are officially registered.
• Your login will work on the website https://supersportschools.com/ as well as in the app on up to 3 devices.
• Once a game is scheduled by a school it appears in the upcoming events as well as in the individual schools folder to be
viewed live as well as post the game via video on demand.
• You can share games with your friends and family and on your social media channels - don't forget to tag your school,
#yourfavoritemoment and comment on all the action. You are ready to GO watch and enjoy!
JEPPE VS AFFIES
Congratulations to the boys who played their very first competitive
game this last weekend. We are very proud of you!

The steady movement towards elevating the status of one’s House in their daily Jeppe lives (for all boys) has been a clear
priority for us over the course of the past eighteen months. It is our view and hope that creating a sense of belonging within a
school structure, over and above their connection with Jeppe, is incredibly valuable for young men - primarily due to the fact
that it allows young men to build diverse relationships; with a core tutor group consisting of various grades, with their individual
tutor and throughout their House community. I am incredibly proud of the hard work being done by Housemasters, tutors and
students in this regard, and am increasingly excited by what the future holds.
One of the cornerstones of the House System, of course, is the tutor comment which appears on each and every report.
Limited as it is by space, these comments are just a small reflection of the continuous support and relationships where tutors
have the opportunity to build with their students, and visa versa. I would like to, once again, commend our staff for the hard
work put into their comments, as well as for their dedication to building relationships with their respective groups.

While still well short of what it may have been previously (and will be again), the renewal of competitive Inter-House rivalry
over the past couple of weeks, it has been both welcomed and fantastic to see. Inter-House Hockey (for both junior and senior
age groups), followed quickly by the Inter-House Plays Competition brought home a welcomed, familiar sense of friendly rivalry
and internal camaraderie amongst the boys. A detailed review can be found further along in this newsletter.
Another innovation related to the House System, introduced last year, was the introduction of a House-elected, House Prefect
for each House. This House Prefect, selected from within the House, by the House, including the staff tutors and Housemaster,
is a school prefect who, along with the other seven House’s House Prefects, is charged with leading their House throughout
the year; with a particularly focus on integrating and assisting the 2022 Grade 8 cohort.
Speaking of Prefect selection, all Grade 11 pupils would have recently received an information letter and Prefect Application
form via their tutor or Housemaster. This process - so important to any school - is yet another one which has been greatly
affected by Covid-19 and it’s ongoing restrictions. Despite that, the 2021 year waits for no one - we are marching steadily towards prelim examinations and, subsequently, Matric Finals. As a result, the Grade 11s are closer to the starting point of their
final leg of their high school race than they realise. We continue to encourage as many of this cohort as possible to lean into
the possibility and opportunity of leadership. We remain unequivocal in our belief that being a Prefect is in no way, shape, or
form the definition of being a Leader - what it is, however, is an opportunity to play a leading role within your school with a very
clear role and various responsibilities; it is an opportunity to serve your brothers, to support your school, to follow when needed
which requires one being prepared to lead when called on to do so.
While the lingering tragedy and pain caused by the Coronavirus continues to wreak havoc with schools and does
immeasurably damage to a number of families, as a school we can only hope to remain available to support our boys, should
that be needed. Each of us continues to carry the personal responsibility to do what we can to create the safest possible
environment for ourselves and those around us - including continuing to follow all government guidelines with regards to mask
wearing, social interactions and sanitisation.
Lastly, I would personally like to take this opportunity (the last on this platform before their prelims begin) to wish all the matric
students the very best for their upcoming prelim examinations. Gentleman, this stressful time is quite simply another
opportunity to refine your skills ahead of the end of year challenge - I trust you will all make the most of it! All the best.
Keep well,

Peter Murison
Deputy Headmaster: Student Affairs

JEPPE HOSTELS IN COVID TIMES
The Covid-19 pandemic has brought many challenges to the school, among the bigger ones has been continuing to provide a
quality boarding school experience to the hostel boys, under extraordinary conditions.
Mr Bryan Hillock, director of boarding, says that although it’s been difficult in the light of constantly changing circumstances,
our boarding houses have been open whenever they were allowed to be, and the boarding staff have been doing all they can
to make them a home from home, and to be educational in all that they do.
“We have had a number of Covid-19 cases among the boarders and we have tried our best to manage those situations,
according to our protocols and to the best practices that are out there,” Mr Hillock said. “Boys who have tested positive are
immediately sent home, or confined within isolation rooms in the cases where they live too far to be transported.”
The regulations in terms of sanitising, wearing masks and social distancing are strictly followed by everyone in the hostel.
“The hostel staff, under the direction of Mr Murison, are the real heroes,” Mr Hillock said. “They have been on the frontlines and
have gone way beyond the call of duty to ensure the safety of the boys.”
In the meantime, the school activities have continued and the hostel boys are always the mainstay of those. “It’s taken careful
management to ensure that they are safe in whatever they do, and we have had to organise other events and activities to keep
the boys busy at times when nothing else is going on. The cleaning up of the streets around the school during the period when
all sport was suspended is an example of that.”
The school’s philosophy of boarding hasn’t changed, Mr Hillock said. “We want the boys to enjoy their hostel days, but at the
same time there are all sorts of important lessons around independence, resilience, self-discipline and living in a community
that we want to teach them.
“In this regard we remain to be blessed with really good men who serve as the heads of the houses, and very good teachers
who work with the boys. They have come though the extra burdens and pressures that Covid-19 have brought with flying
colours.”

The building maintenance and extension programmes have continued in all the houses. “Apart from the regular refurbishments
that are ongoing, we are working on establishing communal areas were the boys can meet and interact while keeping the
appropriate social distancing. Wherever possible, those will be outdoor ‘green’ areas that get the boarders out of the buildings.”
In the current uncertain circumstances we cannot think too far ahead, but the plans to extend Jeppe’s boarding offering in the
future are still in place,” Mr Hillock said.
“At the moment we are working to maintain our standards and to deal with issues as they arise, but we are optimistic about a
future in which Jeppe boarding continues to play a special role in the school,” he concluded.

INTERHOUSE PLAYS
It’s been two years since there have been full cast stage productions at Jeppe – the last one was Rock of Ages in 2019, before
Covid struck – and it’s been great to get going again.
That’s the word from Michael Theron who directed, and acted in Monty Boomslang and the Flying Vaccine, Tsessebe’s winning
entry into the recent interhouse play festival. “The play was written by Timothy Colby, who was our backstage manager, and I
ended up sharing the prize for best supporting actor with Hopewell Nkosi, who was also in our play,” he said.
Michael became interested in acting in grade 10, when he decided to do Dramatic Arts as a subject for matric. “I’ve been
involved in most of the school’s productions ever since, and it’s been a great experience,” he said.
While he is open to acting again some day, Michael’s next step is university. “I’m thinking of studying law, but I’ll do the BA part
first, and then we’ll see ,” he said.

House Play winners, Tsessebe
Photo by Jason Rademan

DRAMA CAPTAIN BAYANDA JWARA’S HOUSE PLAYS REPORT
The Jeppe High School for Boys Inter-house was the last event in terms of
Performing Arts that the school was able to showcase. The comments and
enjoyment from the adjudicators, Ms Davel and Mr Ramsamy, were positive as
they said that the quality of the plays were brilliant and the fun the boys had on
stage was evident. They were proud of the plays considering that they had to
be delayed due to Covid-19 . It was wonderful to see each house have their
truly amazing 15 minutes of fame on the Jeppe Stage.
The boys worked tirelessly to showcase some beautiful work for the
adjudicators and those who were able to watch from home. Although it might
not be the same as a live audience, watching from home made it easier to
bring a bigger audience to support Jeppe. Tsessebe placed first overall with
the best production with their play, titled “Monty Boomslang and the Holy
Vaccine”. Roan placed second with their play, titled “Anonymous Supervillain
Support” and Koodoo placing third with their play titled, “Tom Thumb High”.
All the plays showcased had so much power to their stories and tough decisions had to be made that night. Everyone was a
winner, in my view. The 2021 Inter-House Plays was one for the books, I’m sure the Matrics that were able to be involved will
have an incredible memory left with them when they leave Jeppe. Lastly, a huge special thanks to Mrs Kemp and her team, for
being able to plan this for the boys and working with us endlessly in support, constantly helping us and bringing fun to each
night.

Hopewell Nkosi & Michael Theron (shared Best Supporting Actor), Ethan Williams (Best Actor) and Michael Goncalves (Best
Cameo). Photos taken by Zachary Moffett

INTER-HOUSE HOCKEY
Winning House, Sable
Photo by Lesedi Ramphomane

DAY

DATE

FRI

27 AUGUST

ISSUING TERM 2 REPORTS

FRI

27 AUGUST

INTERSCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY MEETING

14:00

SAT

28 AUGUST

RUGBY & HOCKEY VS PARKTOWN BOYS

08:00

MON

30 AUGUST

ONLINE GR 9 SUBJECT CHOICE MEETING

19:00

SAT

4 SEPTEMBER

RUGBY & HOCKEY VS KES

08:00

MON

EVENT

6-30 SEPTEMBER MATRIC PRELIMINARY EXAMS

TIME
ALL DAY

ALL DAY

FRI

10 SEPTEMBER

INTER-HOUSE ATHLETICS

SAT

11 SEPTEMBER

TEACHER/PARENT MEETING

THU

23 SEPTEMBER

MATRIC DANCE

EVENING

FRI

24 SEPTEMBER

PUBLIC HOLIDAY: HERITAGE DAY

ALL DAY

JEPPE COMMUNICATION
D6 Communication: All parents are
required to have access (either via phone
or computer) to the D6 Communicator.
Important information including updates,
changes, notices, etc. will be
communicated through the D6 at this time.
The app is available for iPhone and
Android.
Twitter: Updates will be added to our
Twitter page which can be found at
@jeppeboys
Facebook: Search ‘Jeppe High School for
Boys’ on Facebook, select the one with
our badge as the logo.
Website: www.jeppeboys.co.za

Jeppe masks are
available for
purchase from
Mrs Murton in the
finance office.
Masks cost
R30 each.

ALL DAY
08:30-11:00

